Posttransplant adenoviral enteropathy in patients with small bowel transplantation.
Transplant patients on immunosuppression represent a risk group for opportunistic infections, including adenoviral infections. The clinical and histopathologic findings of posttransplant adenoviral enteropathy in 3 adult intestinal transplant patients are described. The histopathologic pitfalls for the differential diagnosis between intestinal adenoviral enteropathy and acute rejection are discussed. Adenoviral enteropathy is an opportunistic infection that may follow aggressive treatment for small bowel allograft rejection, but which may require no specific treatment. It is associated with mild mixed inflammation in the lamina propria and slight increase of crypt apoptosis, resembling low-grade acute rejection. The identification of characteristic viral inclusions in the surface or crypt epithelium points to the diagnosis of adenoviral enteropathy, in spite of the increased crypt apoptosis.